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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: AMGT, PFOR, NI, US 

SUBJECT: PORT HARCOURT CONSULATE 

1. ACCORDING TO DAILY TIMES, FMG COMMISSIONER EXTERNAL AFEAIRS 
ARIKPO, IN ANSWER TO QUESTION DURING WEEKEND TELEVISION INTER- 
VIEW IN ENUGU, SAID CERTAIN COUNTRIES WOULD REESTABLISH CONSULAR 
SERVICES IN THREE EASTERN STATES. PAPER REPORT THAT ARIKPO ADDED 
THAT DISCUSSIONS BETWEEN MEA AND RESPECTIVE EMBASSIES IN 

LAGOS ARE CURRENTLY UNDERWAY AND THAT EMBASSIES CONCERNED WOULD 
THEMSELVES DECIDE IN WHICH STATE CAPITALS THEY WISH OPEN OFEICES. 

2. COMMENT: REMARKS ATTRIBUTED TO ARIKPO ARE EIRST REFERENCE TO 
POSSIBILITY OF ADDITIONAL CONSULATES WE HAVE SEEN EOR SOMETIME. 
NEITHER WE NOR U.K. HAVE HAD ANY RECENT DISCUSSIONS ON THIS 
SUBJECT WITH FMG, AND WE ARE INCLINED TO BELIEVE ARIKPO'S REMARKS 
HAVE BEEN, PERHAPS WISHFULLY, DISTORTED IN ENUGU. THERE HAS 
ALWAYS BEEN GREAT INTEREST IN THE EASTERN STATES IN ESTABLISHMENT 
OF FOREIGN CONSULATES THERE, AND TOURING EMBOFFS ARE REGULARLY 
QUERIED ON PLANS TO REOPEN CONSULAR OEFICES CLOSED DURING CIVIL 
WAR. THUS, IT IS NOT SURPRISING THAT INTERVIEWER INCLUDED THIS 
AMONG QUESTIONS PUT TO ARIKPO. WE SUSPECT ARIKPO SAID IN REPLY 
THAT THE MATTER HAS BEEN UNDER DISCUSSION (AT VARIOUS TIMES 
DURING PAST FOUR YEARS) AND THAT SUBJECT REMAINS "UNDER STUDY". 

END COMMENT 
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3. WHILE WE THUS DO NOT BELIEVE THERE IS IN EACT ANY NEW 
MOVEMENT ON THIS FRONT, WE WILL SEEK APPROPRIATE OPPORTUNITY OVER 
COMING WEEKS TO MAKE DISCREET INQUIRIES AS TO WHETHER ANY 
PARTICULAR SIGNIFICANCE SHOULD BE ATTACHED TO ARIKPO REMARKS. 

CROSBY 
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